
Col laborat ing	s ince	Donna	Karan’s 	

f i r s t 	 fashion	 show	 in	 1985, 	 Rober t 	

Lee	Morr i s 	and	Donna	Karan	cont inue	

to 	 inspi re 	 each	 other 	 today. 	 The	

des igners 	 recent ly 	 worked	 together 	 for 	

Donna	Karan’s 	 Spr ing	2003	 runway	 show,	

for 	 which	 Rober t 	 des igned	 accessor ies 	 in 	

18k	gold	and	brass .

Rober t ’s 	 jewelry 	 has 	 been	 included	 in 	

many	of 	 the	Donna	Karan	col lect ions 	and	

br ings 	 a 	 unique	 look	 to 	 Donna	 Karan’s 	

s tunning	 des igns . 	 	 Anything	 f rom	 bel t s 	 to 	

the	bold	 looks 	 in 	a 	dress 	des ign.

Donna	 Karan	 not 	 only 	 honors 	 Rober t 	 in 	

her 	 c lo thing	 des ign	 but 	 embraces 	 the	

many	Rober t 	Lee	Morr i s 	sculptures 	wi th in	

her 	 re ta i l 	 s tores . 	 	 I l lus t ra t ing	 the	 s imi lar 	

v is ion	 of 	 des ign	 pur i ty 	 shared	 by	 the	

two	 des igners , 	 Rober t ’s 	 work	 blends	

per fect ly 	 wi th 	 the	 a tmosphere	 of 	 the	

Donna	Karan	 re ta i l 	 s tore .

These	 f r iends 	and	ar t i s t ic 	companions 	

wi l l 	 cont inue	 to 	 work	 together 	 and	

incorporate 	 each	 other ’s 	 unique	

v is ions 	 in 	 fu ture 	works .





Acclaimed	designer	Robert	Lee	Morris	has	dominated	 the	world	of	high-fash-
ion	jewelry	and	body	ornament	in	America	for	more	than	30	years.		Influenced	
by	his	multicultural	milieu	but	 always	 staying	 true	 to	his	 singular,	 innovative	
vision,	Morris	has	created	not	only	his	own	cutting-edge	work	but	also	collec-
tions	for	such	designers	as	Donna	Karan,	Calvin	Klein,	and	Karl	Lagerfeld.

ROBERT	LEE	MORRIS:	THE	POWER	OF	JEWELRY	(Abrams,	$60.00,	November	
2004)	provides	a	candid,	 insider’s	view	of	 the	fashion	world	through	the	eyes	
of	one	of	its	legendary	icons.

This	book,	Robert	 Lee	Morris’	 first,	 combines	 the	artist’s	own	words	with	 im-
ages	of	his	stunning	jewelry.		The	story	of	his	success	is	accompanied	by	pho-
tographs	 of	 some	 of	 his	 signature	 pieces.	 	 The	 book	 includes	 iconic	 pieces	
from	the	1980’s	including	a	snake	scale	belt,	crosses	popularized	by	Madonna,	
a	 vertebrae	 cuff,	 the	 single	 elongated	 shoulder	 duster	 worn	 by	 Cher,	 and	 a	
variety	of	knuckle	rings.	 	Other	 images	 found	within	 the	book	 include	Robert	
Lee	Morris’s	“Web	of	Life”	necklace	that	won	him	the	Platinum	Build	Interna-
tional	Grand	Prize	for	Design	Award	in	1999,	graffiti	silver	pins	that	form	their	
own	language	and	the	“Sails”	sculptures	and	jewelry	collection	from	the	early	
2000’s.	 	 From	 the	 gold	 crosses	 popularized	 by	Madonna	 and	worn	 today	 by	
Black	Sabbath	singer	and	reality-TV	star	Ozzy	Osbourne	 to	 the	bracelet	once	
favored	 by	Oprah	Winfrey,	Morris’	 simple	 yet	 powerful	 designs	 have	made	 a	
remarkable	impression	on	generations	of	jewelry-lovers.

In	his	conversational	and	 intimate	narrative,	Morris	discusses	how	his	unique	
blend	of	tribal	and	industrial	culture	came	to	life	in	his	collections.		With	a	fa-
ther	in	the	Air	Force,	Morris	traveled	throughout	his	childhood,	from	the	south-
ern	United	States	to	Japan	to	Rio	de	Janeiro,	absorbing	the	distinctive	styles	of	
each	land	into	his	own	extraordinary	vision.

Morris	explains	that	his	challenge	in	creating	his	unique	and	striking	designs	is	
to	“celebrate	 the	ethnic	mood	while	keeping	an	urban	chic	quality	 that	gives	
the	work	more	 flexibility	 in	 fashion	and	everyday	wear.”	 	The	man	who	once	
created	as	many	as	18	collections	in	one	year	has	succeeded	in	bringing	a	vi-
brant	perspective	to	the	world	of	jewelry	design.
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Robert	 Lee	 Morris	 creates	 jewelry	 that	

illuminates	 the	 body	 and	 nourishes	 the	 soul.	

A	renowned	jewelry	artist,	Robert	continues	to	mold	and	

sculpt	each	piece	himself,	creating	works	of	art	that	reveal	

his	singular	vision.	An	effortless	fusion	of	the	spiritual	and	the	

sensual,	Robert	 Lee	Morris’	 unique	body	of	work	 reflects	 the	

forefront	of	jewelry	as	wearable	art.	

Already	 legendary,	 Robert	 Lee	 Morris	 is	 recognized	 as	 a	 pioneer	

in	 the	 fine	 jewelry	world,	 as	well	 as	 in	 the	 fashion	 arena.	 	Having	

collaborated	 with	 designers	 such	 as	 Calvin	 Klein,	 Karl	 Lagerfeld	

Michael	 Kors	 and	 Donna	 Karan,	 Robert	 understands	 what	 makes	

a	woman	beautiful	and	unique.	 	His	 sensuous	designs	draw	 their	

inspiration	from	nature,	myth	and	fantasy	and	have	been	described	

by	many	as	both	“cerebral”	and	“intuitive.”

Over	 the	 years,	 Robert	 has	 developed	his	 own	 signature	 shapes	

recognized	by	all	in	the	jewelry	industry.		Each	collection	captures	

the	 strength	 and	 grace	 of	 liquid	 geometry	 that	 has	 been	 Robert’s	

signature	since	1970.		With	each	new	sketch,	Robert	finds	ways	of	

reinventing	himself	time	and	time	again,	taking	his	existing	shapes	

and	making	them	new	again.

It	 is	 no	 surprise	 that	 Robert	 Lee	Morris	 is	 constantly	 earning	 new	

honors	and	achieving	 further	 recognitions.	 	Hi	unique	designs	have	

won	 numerous	 awards:	 a	 recipient	 of	 a	 Coty	 and	 two	CFDA	 awards,	

the	 DeBeers	 “Right	 Hand	 Ring”	 award	 and	 the	 Tahitian	 Pearl	 Trophy	

–	North	America,	to	name	but	a	few.		Robert’s	many	collaborative	efforts	and	

professional	affiliations	make	him	one	of	America’s	most	influential	jewelry	and	

accessory	designers.		You	can	be	sure,	there	will	always	be	a	“next	big	thing”	from	

the	Robert	Lee	Morris	studio.



2000
Best	Design	In	Pearls,	Couture	Collection	and	Conference
World	Gold	Council,	Gold	Trends	Competition

1999	
Tahitian	Pearl	Trophy	Grand	Prize,	North	America
DeBeers	‘Right	Hand	Ring’	Award
Platinum	Guild	International:	Grand	Prize	for	Design

1995-1996
25	Year	Retrospective	at	the	Museum	at	the	Fashion	Institute	
				of	Technology

1995
Woolmark	Award	for	Men’s	Jewelry

1994	
Council	of	Fashion	Designers	of	America

1992	
Woolmark	Fashion	Accessories	Benefit	Ball
				‘Jewelry	Designer	Of	The	Year’

1987	
International	Gold

1985	
Council	of	Fashion	Designers	of	America

1981	
Coty










































