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/" Collaborating since Donna Karan’s
first fashion show in 1985, Robert
Lee Morris and Donna Karan continue

to inspire each other today. The
designers recently worked together for
Donna Karan’s Spring 2003 runway show,
for which Robert designed accessories in
18k gold and brass.

Robert’s jewelry has been included in
many of the Donna Karan collections and
brings a unique look to Donna Karan’s
stunning designs. Anything from belts to
the bold looks in a dress design.

Donna Karan not only honors Robert in
her clothing design but embraces the
many Robert Lee Morris sculptures within
her retail stores. Illustrating the similar
vision of design purity shared by the
two designers, Robert’s work blends
perfectly with the atmosphere of the
Donna Karan retail store.

These friends and artistic companions
will continue to work together and
incorporate each other’s unique
visions in future works.
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Acclaimed designer Robert Lee Morris has dominated the world of high-fash-
ion jewelry and body ornament in America for more than 30 years. Influenced
by his multicultural milieu but always staying true to his singular, innovative
vision, Morris has created not only his own cutting-edge work but also collec-
tions for such designers as Donna Karan, Calvin Klein, and Karl Lagerfeld.

ROBERT LEE MORRIS: THE POWER OF JEWELRY (Abrams, $60.00, November
2004) provides a candid, insider’s view of the fashion world through the eyes
of one of its legendary icons.

This book, Robert Lee Morris’ first, combines the artist’s own words with im-
ages of his stunning jewelry. The story of his success is accompanied by pho-
tographs of some of his signature pieces. The book includes iconic pieces
from the 1980’s including a snake scale belt, crosses popularized by Madonna,
a vertebrae cuff, the single elongated shoulder duster worn by Cher, and a
variety of knuckle rings. Other images found within the book include Robert
Lee Morris’s “Web of Life” necklace that won him the Platinum Build Interna-
tional Grand Prize for Design Award in 1999, graffiti silver pins that form their
own language and the “Sails” sculptures and jewelry collection from the early
2000’s. From the gold crosses popularized by Madonna and worn today by
Black Sabbath singer and reality-TV star Ozzy Osbourne to the bracelet once
favored by Oprah Winfrey, Morris’ simple yet powerful designs have made a
remarkable impression on generations of jewelry-lovers.

In his conversational and intimate narrative, Morris discusses how his unique
blend of tribal and industrial culture came to life in his collections. With a fa-
ther in the Air Force, Morris traveled throughout his childhood, from the south-
ern United States to Japan to Rio de Janeiro, absorbing the distinctive styles of
each land into his own extraordinary vision.

Morris explains that his challenge in creating his unique and striking designs is
to “celebrate the ethnic mood while keeping an urban chic quality that gives

the work more flexibility in fashion and everyday wear.” The man who once
created as many as 18 collections in one year has succeeded in bringing a vi-

brant perspective to the world of jewelry design.
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} / ™ N Robert Lee Morris creates jewelry that
// W illuminates the body and nourishes the soul.
i A renowned jewelry artist, Robert continues to mold and o
sculpt each piece himself, creating works of art that reveal /
his singular vision. An effortless fusion of the spiritual and the

sensual, Robert Lee Morris” unique body of work reflects the

forefront of jewelry as wearable art.

Already legendary, Robert Lee Morris is recognized as a pioneer
in the fine jewelry world, as well as in the fashion arena. Having
collaborated with designers such as Calvin Klein, Karl Lagerfeld

Michael Kors and Donna Karan, Robert understands what makes

a woman beautiful and unique. His sensuous designs draw their
inspiration from nature, myth and fantasy and have been described

by many as both “cerebral” and “intuitive.”

Over the years, Robert has developed his own signature shapes
recognized by all in the jewelry industry. Each collection captures
the strength and grace of liquid geometry that has been Robert’s
signature since 1970. With each new sketch, Robert finds ways of
reinventing himself time and time again, taking his existing shapes

and making them new again.

It is no surprise that Robert Lee Morris is constantly earning new

honors and achieving further recognitions. Hi unique designs have

won numerous awards: a recipient of a Coty and two CFDA awards,
the DeBeers “Right Hand Ring” award and the Tahitian Pearl Trophy
— North America, to name but a few. Robert’s many collaborative efforts and
professional affiliations make him one of America’s most influential jewelry and
accessory designers. You can be sure, there will always be a “next big thing” from

the Robert Lee Morris studio.




& AWARDS

2000
Best Design In Pearls, Couture Collection and Conference

World Gold Council, Gold Trends Competition

1999

Tahitian Pearl Trophy Grand Prize, North America
DeBeers ‘Right Hand Ring" Award

Platinum Guild International: Grand Prize for Design

1995-1996
25 Year Retrospective at the Museum at the Fashion Institute
of Technology

1995
Woolmark Award for Men’s Jewelry

1994

Council of Fashion Designers of America

1992
Woolmark Fashion Accessories Benefit Ball
‘Jewelry Designer Of The Year’

1987
International Gold

1985
Council of Fashion Designers of America

1981
Coty
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An Off-the-Shoulder
Sweater Dress and
Thigh-High Boots

scream sex kithen.

Smeater, JLO by Jennifer
Lopaz, 598, shopjlo.com; boots,
Brian Ateood, saks.com;
varrings, ppoita, ippofa corm;
ring. Robert Lee Marris
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Modern Jewelry

Simply Elegant

Shunning excess in favor of the elemental, these designers understand
the value of understatement, By Heather Bracher Severs

BORERT LET MORRIS A metalsmith by trade, Roberd Los
Morrts spurred the desigrer-pewelry trend in the sovens
ties with his innenative gallery. Artwear, which present-
e the works of various craftsmen (incloding himsell)
in am artistic sctting. His twenty-plus-year collaboration
with Donna Karan, as well a3 his work with other no-
tubls fashion desigwers, carmed him maltiple ownrds and
bridged the gap between the fashion and line-jewelry in-
duatries, BEach plece he ercates is cisvialially wearable
soulpture=nr for the by,

Exfabiinia: 1970,

Besed In: Mew York Cliy.

Speeiaiiye Strikingly original, bodd silver and gald jewel-
ry thst refbects the sersual Auldity of e body,
Tnspiretfon: “The beauty found in natural forms like
s e it FisEANIRE, plamis, livieg cresiunes and the forces af
weather. Aleo, archetypal symbols and artifacts from
natural-Ristory misseams”

D fInditon of pere and sfmple deatgn; “When foren (s de-
scribed by the most minimal Lline, one hos capiured its
emsgice abdl rakicd i to b Bigsest level of beaisty.”™
Aatiefa fe most admives: =The American sealptor Alexan
der Calder. for his plagful yet sinvple spirit; the Boman-
in scuil plor Constantin Bransask for reducing overytling
o it praresd esse cez Donna Karam, for bedng am artist in
am industry of commenoe,”
Irieresiimg ffdbil: His stunning
new lspak, Rohert Lee Morres: The
P af fewedry (ADrams; 8600,
provides an insider’s guide to the
desdgness |He and work

Frice ronge: $95 1o FRL000
Avaifable af: Bobert Lee Marrie,
WY, 3345100,
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BEALUTIFUL BRACELET
Turguolse ranges In color from
amire to j[ade — this bracelet
shows off every shade at once
Robprt Lot Momis bracelet:
S50, Hobart Lea Maoeris, NYE
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AMERICAN ORIGINAL
This seas0n's mix of frontier classics and indgenous crafisis the

iegacy of forties style icon Milicent Rogers. an East Coast irendsetier tumed Taos
jewedyrmaker and colleCior who pionesred soutmwestem chic,

FHOTOORAFHS BY TOOD MARSHAND




B wasn't Mlashy enough.

WWD: What will emerge in acces-
sories?
DW.: People who said the brooch
s dead were premature. We will see
mare arisy jewelry — higger, more
important pieces. There's a 1ot of in-
terest in novelty meetals and sculptural stull and pot so
much in sparkly, Mlashy stones. ROBERT LEE MORRIS will
have a big revival. Because clothes will b dramatle and
stronger shaped, we won't want accessories 1o be 5o
jazzy And I think it will be a great season for Searves —
they just seem to go with the clothes
Handbags will go on being collectible, but the de-
signs will calm down, with more emphasis on material
and calor
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Dmmng Fall's Fashions
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JEWELRY
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JEWELRY

When | really want to make a
aplagh, | buy jewslry from:
1. BULGARI
Fownded im 10T by & Gresl
siiversmith, Bulgard has just bn-
Urgsfuced the fidw Allegia lne
of multicolored semenedhous
storses, lancy parls, and diee
masds. Thi ook b kong and bean,
with pendants; b neckbsoed,
and drop SarTings in sunny Fups.
An sdjuitable-length necklace
comEanes pave diamonds, pearls,
cltrines, blue logases, and cabor
chen amethysts (5127001
E DAVID YURKAN
A H, STERH
. FRLD LEMHTGH
5. VERDURA
d Ta&FFIN (JANES

BE GWEHCHY)
T. PASOUALL BRI
B YURI IEHIHASHI
®. REDERT LEE WORRIE
B HEHBRY GUNAY
il AANON BAEMA
12 LA NOUVELLE BAGUE
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~ Jewelry Grabs the Spotlight
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22050y, S -aihver Rarnow Conca
cull (53250, sterling-silver short Lasic cull
[5425), and sterling-silver and ofsal long-twig
dlrey earring ($19651, all by Robert Lee Morris
Robert Lee Morris Gallery, 400 West Broachvay:
WYC S12-431-9405.
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Sierling-gilver ourved 1righe oull by Rolsert
Lee Morris (35500, Bobert Lew Marre CGaileny;
A0 Weest Broachvay. MY, 212-437-005
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